
A 6-YEAR TUITION-FREE  
COLLEGE ACCESS PROGRAM

YEAR IN REVIEW

2020–2021

Celebrating 30 years of Breakthroughs!

Inspiring Students. 
Developing Teachers.



Breakthrough Manchester provides six years of intensive,  
tuition-free programming to support Manchester students from  
traditionally underserved communities on their path to college. 

We are building the next generation of teachers  
through competitive recruitment, coaching from master educators,  

and research-based training to teach through a lens of social justice.

BREAKTHROUGH’S DUAL MISSION
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INSPIRING  

EXCITEMENT FOR 
LEARNING

CREATING 
PATHS TO 
COLLEGE

PROMOTING 
CAREERS IN 
EDUCATION

WE DO THIS BY:
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LETTER FROM EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Dear Breakthrough Friends, 

Breakthrough Manchester students and teachers come from many different 
backgrounds, but they all share one thing in common: a love of learning! Our students-
teaching-students model was engaged to the fullest as we worked our way through the 
hybrid program of 2021 – our Summer of Impact!

Throughout the summer, our cohort of 18 Teaching Fellows mentored 82 middle school 
students through a unique COVID response. Programming and student participation 
were influenced by many challenges and uncertainties that stretched our Breakthrough 
norms. We operated a hybrid schedule in which our Teaching Fellows became skilled 
at teaching both in person and online – often at the same time! They met students where 
they were and moved them forward, filling in gaps and teeing them up for success in the 
school year ahead. We can’t wait to reconnect on Super Saturdays and see how they 
are doing!

Breakthrough’s College-
Bound program thrived as 
Seniors received a total of 
57 college acceptances 
– realizing their dreams 
of college matriculation! 
Meanwhile, students in 
grades 9-11 followed in 
their footsteps, learning 
about the Common App, 
essays, testing, scholarships, 
FAFSA, and many other 
stepping stones along the path to college. Recently, after a deep conversation about 
these steps, a Breakthrough senior turned to me and said, “Thank you so much, I don’t 
know where I would be without this program to guide me through the college process.” 
Wow, that is impact!

Thank you! For it is the generous and loyal support of Breakthrough friends and families 
that, even through a pandemic, make this impact possible.

With Gratitude, 

Debra McLoud 
Executive Director 
Breakthrough Manchester

Deb & Chau bookend Directors’ Award Recipients at Celebration
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2021 SUMMER OF IMPACT

A glorious day of firsts for our 9th grade retreat! Thanks to former Teaching 
Fellow & Star Island employee Meredith Maloney, we had a magical excursion 

to Star Island. There were many firsts for our students: boat rides, gardening, 
learning about water & sustainability, and eating edible plants. It was also the 
first field trip in a year and a half for Breakthrough. Our students had so much 

fun exploring and playing together! Thank you for the generosity of Star Island 
and the Isle Of Shoals Steamship Company for complimentary passage.

LIVE FROM KENYA! Caroline and her mother zoomed in from Kenya,  
where they were visiting family, for their student/family conference.  

Caroline also kept up with her classes virtually despite the 7 hour time 
difference! Our students’ dedication is heartwarming. 

9TH GRADE STAR ISLAND RETREAT

LIVE FROM KENYA
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SUMMER SNAPSHOTS 

With 30 summers in our books, we are starting to see the impact  
of Breakthrough over generations. Harlem Taylor and his brother  

Dantre are following in their mother’s footsteps.  
Jennifer Bourassa was a Summerbridge student in the 1990s!

Breakthrough reached new heights with our Summer of Impact!  
Thanks to Chris Little from The Derryfield School for introducing  

climbing to our 8th grade students. It is amazing to see the students’ 
determination and what they can achieve! For some students this activity  

truly exemplified the Breakthrough norm, lean into discomfort!

GENERATIONS OF BREAKTHROUGH

REACHING NEW HEIGHTS

“I liked my climbing experience even though I 
panicked midway, fell and also did not get as high as  
I liked. I was proud of myself when I kept on trying.” 

Marvelous, 8th grade student
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30TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 
IN STORIES

CONTRIBUTED BY MARCUS HURLBUT, THE DERRYFIELD SCHOOL HEAD OF SCHOOL 1982-1994

It is an honor to write celebrating the 30th Anniversary of Breakthrough Manchester and 
offering a few thoughts on its founding in 1991. Although I have been away from Derryfield 
since 1994, I have followed with great interest the growth and success of this extraordinary 
program, and am enormously proud of what Breakthrough has become today and the lives it 
has impacted. 

Fortunate to have had the experience of attending an independent school, my experience 
guided my decision to enter the independent school world as a teacher and eventually 
Head of School. While I enjoyed my school experience and early years teaching, I became 
increasingly mindful of an underlying concern I hoped to address. Independent schools offer 
a unique and special education for students but the environment or even the basic premise 
is one of exclusion and in some ways, separation from the larger community. As my career 
progressed, I became more interested in finding ways to break down those barriers. 

When I arrived at Derryfield in 1982 as a rookie “Headmaster,” I discovered a school and a 
city that, frankly, didn’t have much to do with each other. Derryfield students came from all over 
and while I appreciated that this was likely to always be the case, I wanted to explore ways to 
attract more students from Manchester and make a meaningful contribution to the community. 
My first effort was to open the DS gym for an elementary school city basketball league. My 
kids were then at Webster School and the league brought students and families to Derryfield 
from all the local public schools. It was a start. 

My eyes were opened wider when I read an article in Education Week about a program for 
underserved, middle school-aged students at University High School in San Francisco called 
Summerbridge. Tuition free and focused entirely on children from low-income families, this 
program was designed to serve students at a critical point in their development and turn them 
on to education. Better still, the program used high school and college students as teachers, 
a concept that intrigued me from the outset as a way to demonstrate the joys of teaching to 
young people. I loved pretty much everything about Summerbridge and began the process of 
exploring ways to bring this program or something like it to Derryfield. 

My first step was to connect with the director and founder of Summerbridge, Lois Loofbourrow, 
from whom I learned that she and some supporters in California were eager to see similar 
programs developed in locations across the country. I also learned that another program 
had recently been started at Isidore Newman School in New Orleans and there was some 
modest funding available for new programs. Armed with this knowledge and only a surface 
understanding of the true mechanics of the program, I floated the idea of starting a program 
past the Derryfield Board of Trustees where I encountered some well-founded skepticism but a 
willingness to learn more. Early in 1991, the Board gave the green light to move forward. 

While I was very enthusiastic about the benefits of such a program, I also realized that 
enthusiasm alone wasn’t going to carry the day. Local public school teachers needed to 
be contacted to probe their thoughts on the merits of such a program and then, if there was 
interest, to talk about the kind of students we wanted to attract. I also connected with the 

In commemoration of Breakthrough Manchester’s 30th anniversary, 
we will be doing a celebration in stories. Beginning with our founding 

and sharing how Breakthrough has grown and adapted to continuously 
strengthen that path to college for students while also training future 
teachers and leaders through our students-teaching-students model.
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Manchester Superintendent of Schools and the Mayor to get their thoughts and hopefully, 
support for a program entirely on public school students. I recall the Mayor was intrigued 
by the concept but the Superintendent less so. He was concerned with the motives of the 
program and worried it might be a lightly veiled effort to lure smart, talented students away 
from Manchester public schools. I also recall he was emphatically not in favor of the concept 
of students-teaching-students. That aside, he did give his blessing for me to connect with 6th 
grade teachers in Manchester schools. 

From there, things moved relatively quickly. The response from teachers was overwhelmingly 
positive, one even saying this was the kind of program she had been waiting for her entire 
life. Her love for her students and her concern for their well-being was powerful. She offered 
compelling recollections of students who had been stars in her class only to move on to an 
over-crowded “junior high school” where they got totally lost in the shuffle and in some cases, 
eventually dropped out of school altogether. She saw Summerbridge as a potential life saver 
and an exceptional gift to the local community.  

With the support of the Derryfield Board and some key people in the City of Manchester, we 
moved forward. I reconnected with Lois Loofbourrow and asked her thoughts on who would 
be the very best person to direct Summerbridge Manchester. Her response was immediate 
and unequivocal — Lynn Sorensen!  But, she was quick to add our chances of convincing 
a native Californian to move to snowy, cold New Hampshire were slim to none. Several 
subsequent calls with Lynn clearly revealed these concerns but they also revealed a passion 
for Summerbridge and a heartfelt commitment to make a difference in the lives of students. 
Lynn agreed to give it a shot and arrived shortly thereafter in April 1991. 

Recruiting students for that first summer was challenging and we didn’t have much time if we 
were going to launch the program in just a few months. Lynn and I visited all the Manchester 
middle schools and with the help of 6th grade teachers, met with a number of their students 
and talked about a program that would consume the majority of their summer, involve rigorous 
and demanding academic courses, plus two to three hours of homework every night, and 
transportation to Derryfield at the north end of Manchester. I recall well how some students 
quickly cooled on the idea and lost interest while a precious few moved forward in their seats, 
eyes wide and eager to know more. 

Enrollment was small in that summer of 1991 but the program was launched and grew 
rapidly in subsequent years. Lynn and then Joel Vargas guided the program with great skill 
and inspiration and Summerbridge Manchester quickly became a model for other cities 
and schools to emulate. (There are now 24 Breakthrough affiliates across the country with 
Manchester being the third!) To this day, I still consider the launching of this wonderful program 
one of the great achievements of my life and I am deeply indebted to the many people 
at Derryfield who took a chance on both me and Summerbridge. This was a team effort 
generously supported by Derryfield parents and trustees, especially Jon Ross, Pauline Elkin, 
and Bill Glahn, who quickly became as passionate about the program as Lynn and I. 

Happy 30th, Breakthrough Manchester! I’m super proud of you.

Marc (left) celebrates Breakthrough’s 25th anniversary with Directors and Friends of the program.
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30 YEARS OF BREAKTHROUGHS

STUDENT COMMUNITY

1,100+
STUDENTS

6,930
STUDENT LEARNING 

HOURS

500+
TEACHING FELLOWS

11,790
TEACHER 

DEVELOPMENT  
HOURS

82 
MIDDLE SCHOOL 

STUDENTS

65% 
IDENTIFY AS 

RACIALLY 
DIVERSE

80% 
WILL BE FIRST 
GENERATION 

COLLEGE 
GRADUATES

80 
COLLEGE-BOUND 

STUDENTS

57% 
QUALIFY FOR 

FREE OR REDUCED 
LUNCH

67% 
SPEAK LANGUAGE 

OTHER THAN 
ENGLISH AT HOME

32% 
NON-TRADITIONAL 

HEAD OF 
HOUSEHOLD 

(SINGLE PARENT, 
RELATIVE, FOSTER)
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COLLEGE!

STUDENT OUTCOMES

CONGRATULATIONS 
TO THE OWLS 

BTM—CB CLASS OF 2021

Apply to  
Breakthrough

as a 6th Grader

7th Grade 
Summer and  
School Year

8th Grade 
Summer and  
School Year

High School College-Bound Program at SNHU
9th–12th Grade Skill-Building Saturdays

9th Grade 
Summer

THE PATH TO COLLEGE
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FINANCIALS 2020–2021

REVENUES

FOUNDATION  $148,666

INDIVIDUALS  $132,312

ENDOWMENTS  $109,674

INVESTMENTS  $53,735

CORPORATION $24,425

 TOTAL $468,812

28%

32%

23%

5%

11%

5%

20%
67%

2%

6%

BREAKTHROUGH MANCHESTER STAFF 2020–2021

BREAKTHROUGH ADVISORY COMMITTEE 2020–2021

Margaret I. Ford, Ph.D., Southern New 
Hampshire University

Sally Green, New Hampshire Housing  
and Finance Authority

Joan Izen, Southeastern Regional Education 
Service Center (SERESC)

Carolyn Leary, Carolyn Leary Events, LLC

Dan Regan, Southern New Hampshire 
University, Colby Sawyer College, and  
University of New Hampshire

Irv Richardson, NEA-New Hampshire

L. Jonathan Ross, Primmer, Piper,  
Eggleston & Cramer PC

Steve Thiel, Southern New Hampshire 
University

Susan Grodman, The Derryfield School; 
Breakthrough’s liaison to The Derryfield 
School

Debra McLoud, Breakthrough Manchester, 
Executive Director

Deb McLoud 
Executive Director

Ben Gentry 
College-Bound Administrator

Alice Handwerk 
Director of Philanthropy  
& Communications

Chau Ngo 
Program Director

EXPENSES
SUMMER   $261,618 
PROGRAM

SCHOOL YEAR  $78,095 
PROGRAM 

ADMINISTRATIVE, $23,429    
INVESTMENT,   
PHILANTHROPY 

MARKETING &  $19,524 
 COMMUNICATION 

PROFESSIONAL  $7,810 
DEVELOPMENT,  
 DUES, SUBSCRIPTIONS

 TOTAL $468,812
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EDUCATIONAL EQUITY CHAMPION 
$25,000 AND UP 
Donna Anne Poulack Foundation
Samuel P. Hunt Foundation

EDUCATIONAL EQUITY PARTNER 
$10,000-$24,999
Anonymous
Ann Theodore Foundation
Lacy Foundation   

Norwin S. and Elizabeth N. Bean Foundation

EDUCATIONAL EQUITY LEADER  
$5,000-$9,999
Chris and Michael Cikacz
Katie and John Glowa
Lauren and Michael Hines
Donna K. Lencki  

Margaret Wheeler and Garvin Warner   

Bank of America Charitable Foundation
Breakthrough Collaborative
Feed NH - Great NH Restaurants
Saab Family Foundation
The Irving Foundation
Earl “Bud” Smith Scholarship Fund

EDUCATIONAL EQUITY SPONSOR 
$1,500-$4,999
Anonymous   

Linda and Brad Benson   

Laura and Mick Cullen
Pam Grich and Lou Fink  

Jennifer and Bob Grunbeck
Mary and Chris Carter  

Kris and Harold Losey
Jamie and Jamie Pagliocco   

Rhenea and Dan Regan   

Kathy and Jon Ross   

Joan Izen and Joel Schwelling  

Meg and Phil Tatro   

Felicia and Joel Vargas  

Michele and Bill Zorn
Fidelity Foundation Matching Gifts  
to Education Program
Ella F. Anderson Trust
KW Charity INC
New Hampshire Women’s Foundation
Lubrano Family Charitable Foundation
New Hampshire Charitable Foundation

EDUCATIONAL EQUITY 
UNDERWRITER 
$500-$1,499
Anonymous
Cecilia Clemans and Jeanne Bailey-Clemans
Rebecca Snider and Jack Beard
Louisa and Todd Burdette
Susan Burt
Eric C. Chang
Candy Chaplin
Class of 2020
Ellie and David Cochran
Kristina Isakovich and Richard Critz   

Cormac Doherty
Renee and Scott Dudley   

Susan Grodman and Steven Epstein
Alice and Brian Handwerk  

Kate Hanna
Kelly and Bruce Harrison
Mary Heath and Robert Leclair    
Kathryn Van Der Beken Hunter and  
Preston Hunter
Pat and Marc Hurlbut   

Erin and John Kerwin
Laurie and Jim Lamp

Kristen and Mark Lande
Elisabeth and Matthew Larson
Lauren and Paul J. Leyden
Roz and David Lockwood
Kasey and Lee Ormiston
Judy and Phil Ryan   

Lindley Shutz and Michael Lynch
Stacy and Jesse Smith
Ly and Lee Tang   

Suzanne and Emile Tetu
Leslie and Nicholas Want    
Cambridge Trust New Hampshire
Eckman Construction Co.
Edward Jones
McLane Middleton
NBT Bank NA

BREAKTHROUGH MANCHESTER 
2020-2021 DONORS

 20+ Years of Giving         15-19 Years of Giving          10-14 Years of Giving         5-9 Years of Giving

“My daughter made a great friend 
last year through the music program 
at Derryfield. As we were getting to 
know her, we found out that she had 
participated in Breakthrough in middle 
school and thrived. She was able to 
go to Derryfield after completing the 
middle school program. John and I  
were so impressed with this young 
person and what she said  
Breakthrough had done for her, 
that we decided to make a gift  
to support Breakthrough.”

Erin Kerwin, Derryfield Parent
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St. Mary’s Bank
The Anagnost Companies
Morgan Franklin Fellowship
NEA New Hampshire
Northeast Delta Dental   

RBC Wealth Management
The Greenspan Foundation   

Primmer, Piper, Eggleston & Cramer PC   

EDUCATIONAL EQUITY FRIEND 
$100-$499
Anonymous   

Diane Allen
Deb and Nancy Allen   

Sarah and Robert Ambrogi
Sara Badger Wilson
Brennan Barnard
Becky and Bruce Berk   

Chris Bissonnette
Tracy and Mark Blaisdell
Connie and Bruce Blight
Lori and Ray Boelig
Robert Boulanger
Carrie and John Bouton
Sue Bouton
Hannah and Mike Boyd
Annie and Rich Branch
Katie and Steve Burke  

Karen and Mark Burkush 
Andrea Campbell
Diane and Alan Carpenter
Mary and Alex Chan 
Michelle and Brian Coombes   

Misty Derochemont
Casey and Jonathan DeYoung
John and Corey Doherty
Debbie and Dick Donnelly
Lisa and Erik Drake   

Paula Elliot
Joyia Rich Fazelat and Ahad Fazelat
Debby and Michael Fedder
Bonnie and Terry Flahive
Bennett Freeman 
Kelley and John Gage   

Anne and Mitch Gagnon   

Ben Garfield 
Hansi and Bill Glahn
Natalie and James Gray   

Sally Green
Marilee and Keith Handwerk
Jan Hicinbothem
Patricia and Lou Imbriano

Betty and Tom Jipson   

Meryl Levin and Will Kanteres
Susan Rand King and Bill King
Becky and Bruce Krasnof
Kevin Lane   

Greg Lange
Steve Lawrence
Tricia Lucas
Sean Lynch
Nancy and Doug MacKenzie
Maura Maguire   

Holly and Bob McKinney
Kenna and Ross McLeod
Debra McLoud
Jennifer D. and Gregory J. Melkonian  

Hale Melnick 
Cindy and Dave Migliori
Alice and Parker Mitchell 
Anna and Boyan Moskov   

The Ngo Family
Yuexian and Zhiping Ni
Aseeb Niazi 
Shannon Norman
Wendy and Brent Powell
Siobhan and Tom Quinn
Kimberly Kirkland and Randy Reis
Kelly Steele Reis 
Elizabeth Richey  

Kathleen Sullivan and John R. Rist
Michelle and Jim Roberge
Sharon Rohlfs   

Amy and Mario Romilla
Laura Russell and Frank Moltz   

Kathleen Rutty-Fey and Erik Fey   

Maureen and Denny Ryan  

Annie and Dick Samuels  

Wendy and Chuck Sanborn  

Frederick V. Savage
Mylinda Scott
Sarah and Rich Sigel   

Joanne and Forrest Small
Debbie and David Smith
Suzanne and Tim Soucy
Kathryn and Edward Staub
Andrea and David Stevenson
Beth and Michael Stonebraker
Nancy E. Tessier
Richard Thorner
Mary Vallier-Kaplan   

Mary Ann and Alex Vazquez   

Mary Alice and Louis Venuto   

YOUR SUPPORT MAKES AN IMPACT!

 20+ Years of Giving         15-19 Years of Giving          10-14 Years of Giving         5-9 Years of Giving
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Kim Keegan and Paul Weathers
Fran Winneg   

Raquel & Brad Wojceshonek
Jenna Bee Wolf and Tyler Wolf
Jessie and Daniel Wood
Lia Yanis
Cicero Kass L’Dor V’Dor Charitable Foundation

EDUCATIONAL EQUITY CONTRIBUTOR 
$1-$99
Anonymous
Samantha Adler
Ruchi Aluwaila
Shannon and John Best
Jenny Boesch and Timothy Dining
Deirdre Branch 
Chelsea Byun
Jennifer Carrobis
Ieesha Collins
Linda Costello and Robert Kutys
Binh Doan
Jeremy Dobson
Deborah and James Dorsey
Kate Erskine and Jolene McWhirter  

Susan and Rick Fenton
Shane Fitzpatrick
Sue Flagg
Ellie Freedman
Gail and Gary Gordon
Allison Grappone
Cat Green 
Elise and Jim Hood
Joy Jaworski
Patricia and Mark Kegel
Mike Larson 
Michele and Dan Leclerc
Judy and Ed Lemire   

Jana K. Lipman
Dawn Lohmann   

Matthew D. Long
Lois G. Loofbourrow
Jennifer Lorrain
Kristin and Terry McGovern
Katharine A. McNaughton
Drew Mokas 
Marcia Morgan
Courtney Morin
Emily Karmen and Andy Myers   

Marlene Pellerin
Mary and Justin Perkins   

Phuong Phan and Truyen Ngo
Jennifer Pletcher 
Danny Pouliot
Ray Provencher
Kate Richey 
Scott Rienert
Angela Romilla
Anna and Drew Samuels  

Shauna Sarsfield
Lainee Shaughnessy 
Richelle Swanson
Jill Teeters and David Lamothe
Sam K. Theodosopoulos
Justin Thibeault
Amy Turcotte
Mary Ann and James Watt   

Lucy Weathers   

Tina White
Steve Young
Morgan Zifchak

PROGRAM PARTNERS

GIFTS IN KIND
Ellie and David Cochran
Jennifer and Bob Grunbeck
Isle of Shoals Steamship Company

 
New England Authentic Eats LLC
Star Island Corporation
Studio Mystic/Michelle Lambert Creative
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ENDOWED FUNDS
BREAKTHROUGH MANCHESTER 
GENERAL ENDOWMENT FUNDS
Anna Do and Anh Pham     
Elizabeth Eby
Dave Flagg   

Meghan Kelleher   

Ellen Little

DONORS TO ELKIN TEACHING 
FELLOWSHIP ENDOWED FUND
Established with a challenge grant from 
Pauline and Martin Elkin to provide 
financial aid and scholarships for summer 
Teaching Fellows.
Clare Cail
Pauline Elkin   

  Melissa Granetz
Laura and Eric Long

DONORS TO JOEL VARGAS 
ACHIEVEMENT FUND
Established in honor of Joel Vargas, the 
first Breakthrough student to become 
a Breakthrough Director; this fund 
supplements our students’ academic 
experiences.
Jane and Brian McCoy
April Rheaume

SCHOLARSHIP FUNDS
JAYME’S FUND FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE  
Scholarships for Success! Provides need-
based scholarships for middle, high school, 
and college-bound students. Jayme’s 
Scholar is awarded to a 7th grade student 
who is academically successful, a creative 
thinker, socially conscious, and motivated 
to make the world a better place.

 20+ Years of Giving         15-19 Years of Giving          10-14 Years of Giving         5-9 Years of Giving

Just like everything during these COVID 
times, we dove in headfirst to our 
first virtual “Are You Smarter than a 
Breakthrough Student?” and rode the 
Breakthrough Wave. Our students were 
nothing short of amazing, both as trivia 
teammates and in their testimonials. 
The outpouring of support was nothing 
short of incredible, we exceeded our 
goal by $10,000 raising $30,000 for 
our Summer of Impact! Thank you 
to all the corporations and individuals 
who came together for this evening of 
camaraderie and contest. 
Congratulations to John Rist and 
Team Maddogs for taking home  
the title!

SAVE THE DATE
MARCH 16, 2022!

YOUR SUPPORT MAKES AN IMPACT!
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As a 6th grader at Hillside Middle School, Christian Swanson was a quiet kid who sat in the 
back of the classroom. His teacher, Ms. Wyman, encouraged him to apply to Breakthrough 
saying, “I think this would be really good for you!” When a big Breakthrough envelope 
came in the mail with his acceptance after submitting his 13-page application, Christian’s 
grandmother was so excited, she was literally jumping for joy! 

Christian was adopted at 18 months by his aunt. His biological parents, who struggled with 
addiction, did not attend college. Participating in Breakthrough has allowed Christian to have 
opportunities that others in his family did not have. He shared, “this is my chance to do in my 
family what people have not done before.” One of his grandmother’s biggest regrets was not 
finishing her college degree which is why she was so excited Christian found Breakthrough to 
change the trajectory of his life. 

That first Breakthrough summer Christian’s praise and prompt from his advisor was, “you 
are doing a great job and doing all the right things, but you need to step up a little more.” 
Christian took this feedback, set goals with his advisor, and grew as a learner. The next 
summer quite the opposite was true and the prompt was for Christian to step back! Because 
of Breakthrough Christian came out of his shell and found that balance. He remembers 
Breakthrough summers fondly and was excited to move on to Breakthrough’s high school 
College-Bound program. 

Now a senior at Central, Christian works closely with his Breakthrough advisor Hannah 
Cohen, a Master’s Student in Education at SNHU. They met as freshmen, Christiain in high 
school and Hannah in college. Hannah has been there for Christian every step of the way, 
helping with essays late at night as well as providing personal support around family issues. 
“That personal connection she has had with me makes me feel like she is just meant to be 
my advisor, it has been so nice to know her. There are just these bonds we have within our 
advisory.” This speaks to Breakthrough’s students-teaching-students model and the power of 
those near-peer relationships.

As a middle school student, Christian knew 
he wanted to be a Program Assistant, an 
honor reserved for two Breakthrough rising 
high school juniors. With COVID and a 
virtual program in summer 2020, he did 
not get the true experience of a Program 
Assistant he had hoped for. Knowing he 
wasn’t ready to be a Teaching Fellow 
this past summer, Christian reached out to 
Program Director Chau and they created 
a volunteer opportunity a few hours a day, 
a few days each week. With the many 
moving parts of a hybrid summer, he was  
a welcome addition to the support staff!!

Christian sums up the inspiration for his 
volunteer spirit, “I came back not only 
because the summer before just wasn’t what 
BTM could be, but because I care about the program. I wanted students to have the same 
experience I did; it’s just such an important part of my life. It is an amazing program that I am so 
proud to be a part of. I realize after this summer it is something I do want to pursue as a career 
option, so I am looking at a major in nonprofit administration. It’s something I don’t want to lose 
in my life, so I keep on coming back just to stay involved.”

2021 SUMMER OF IMPACT VOLUNTEER

VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT 
CHRISTIAN SWANSON
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